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International project " Making Meaning of Digital Collections" successfully completed
Bratislava, February 22, 2024 │ The Slovak National Gallery (SNG), in collaboration with Norwegian partners, has successfully concluded the international project „Making Meaning of Digital Collections," funded by the EEA Grants and the state budget of the Slovak Republic. The project aimed to explore the possibilities of how digital technologies and artificial intelligence (AI) can enhance the gallery visit experience and make online collections accessible to a wider audience.
Key project outcomes:
→ Development of the Atlas SNG application: The application allows visitors to learn more about exhibited works, save them to a collection, and view related videos. In 2023, it was tested by 11,000 visitors.
→ Educational videos and teaching materials: Three videos and teaching materials on topics such as migration, the role of women and minorities in society, and societal transformations were prepared for teachers and students.
→ AI application development: The application works with open-access works from the SNG and Sørlandets Kunstmuseum (SKMU) collections, enabling interactive exploration. The application is set to be completed by early 2024.
At the end of February this year, we successfully completed the international project "2023 Making Meaning of Digital Collections" funded by the EEA Grants (a grant from Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway totaling €199,925 through the EEA Grants, co-financed with €29,988.75 from the state budget of the Slovak Republic). The project focuses on innovative activities in the context of Slovak and Norwegian museums, targeting either audience development or audience engagement and the promotion of intercultural dialogue. The Norwegian partner, Sørlandets Kunstmuseum, shares its interest in working with digitized collections using artificial intelligence, connecting SNG with innovative AI research and assisting SNG in applying it to its own online collections. The second Norwegian partner, the Center for Artificial Intelligence Research, contributes its expertise to the project and helps SKMU and SNG explore the potential of this technology for the field of art. The Slovak partner, Digital Art at the Academy of Fine Arts, as a newly established program, seeks collaboration with institutions that provide students with opportunities to work with culture professionals on real assignments.
The "Making Meaning of Digital Collections" project explores how digital technologies can enhance the gallery visit experience and utilizes the principles of digital storytelling in working with online collections. As part of the project, we developed the Atlas SNG application (https://atlas.sng.sk/), which allows visitors to the SNG to learn more about exhibited works through simple codes, save them to a collection, or view related videos. Based on testing, new features were added to the Atlas SNG: related works by the author, a section of works, zooming in on works, or a treasure hunt that allows discovering works with common motifs and receiving rewards. The entire application underwent a redesign, making it easier to use. In 2023, 11,000 visitors tested Atlas SNG, spending an average of 3 minutes and 30 seconds on it.
Another project activity includes three educational videos and teaching materials prepared by the Gallery Education Department for teachers and students on topics such as migration, the role of women and minorities in society, and societal transformations. The videos use the principles of digital storytelling in working with online collections and focus on social and personal development with an emphasis on empathy support.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The activity of the Norwegian partner, Sørlandets Kunstmuseum (SKMU), aimed at the development of an AI application that works with open-access works from the SKMU and SNG collections. The application is based on the open-source solution Collection Space Navigator and a model trained on works from SKMU and SNG. An online workshop was held in July 2023 with representatives from both institutions, the company Applica, and Professor of Artificial Intelligence Morten Goodwin. Due to legal restrictions related to the use of protected works for AI processing, the decision was made to use only open-access works. The application is set to be completed by early 2024.
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The project " Making Meaning of Digital Collections " received a grant from Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway totaling €199,925 through the EEA Grants. The project is co-financed with €29,988.75 from the state budget of the Slovak Republic.
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